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Forever Families!  
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 Donate to
AFFEC

 
Would you like to contribute
to A Family For Every Child's
cause for helping children?

Any amount can have a
las ng impact on a child.

Click below!
 

 

 Faith

    

All These Children Have Found
Their Forever Families!

 

Thank You To All Who Helped
With Their Journey!

 

Daniel

    
  

Veronica and Vicente

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015x1_mFGEumfxrMJ92ZLLudjkqrh16bQICfbDYBOHjthINwpTgxjf3LZGk3FN9BHTIyNTNj4GLxlfDtIfl7P8ACjmrSc1W9anzSBuSB2KBEQkQ8b0MXrCLsTuEZTNhuWq
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015x1_mFGEumc0j5KyqHwKzho4tKrjaV4W9o2eO0IgyLlgqWn7tY6CyZRwlqJBpqHgGlIkbpwA_fX-fRfxgioQ9ws7oqq18yCCPTTNf80VPRr-2DCLTcovUNlHRtGZZiEasMuSUVv75cHqcBz-_eGg1b2np-eOWsh8UpsVBV8hYtBD9IuIgWx4xkhaWV7YzqMkedQeCSciHOmhy5mRME-ShLgyI9fYDkWL_sOX9R128mW5UFbusIhjpiAkKzxK3QCI
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015x1_mFGEume4n169vzqCsfDUGlTqpM0Rsvc8_OSI4-JnxH1UAG4HkUkfR1ZmwiXaZow72p15ht48vU6eXjYrax35S0a7BVWsHOnPsRInrz0_4V-0b0Yzm_2ABH1ZCtuh
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015x1_mFGEumfPHw0ATtCOH7xxfRmeIElaA5BejXK0ecugLIY8nXQwSh-5XX4OFX8NJ-pMw33GNxpHSmUFtyRnTFNMFaodvQf5Gcswb9y-nnYKW5oflVB9HPNAEQiprbQ93FxBBH5kA5ophaxz1q1gPjTyIud_qzqaR0xNmDSz9wIxFW7TN2toSw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015x1_mFGEumchbRuRuwS7zhG8DD3Bg8rB1yfUdQpIB5HztZltbu8sGiAI6SvtABI6WI_7KYo1xiiL0HJTLeR_iRDnVZmIm-TN-rO1VWqo3gVGO-FUzTeC6gwv4OmToVyJZ2wgzpQaL-AL90E83FnupA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015x1_mFGEumcIeHs0FOKXujVSCHcRkm_vHTrr4EAYeRfG_T-0eHpvi7U_iR10KF5dd2lMxyu-QEkrD5PxN4x9ZC0Q6uOzfZqxwbzFB8hhbvkeXFD7yDPaj_W96yrw_K1VuG3c4JvjmH9AfrlfmnYrUydFZEP7Jyc2oQfx8YxV1ks=
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1101512703495
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015x1_mFGEumcJWfTWt4uvDnVe3SCzQ3EklBWAO85VxKzCW5rzoysIETYCDlf678CZEbgXkENFEhz8MGpZFBMiJYoUbiqdGum1SNKe7xNCEkJDLjJpeNw7N9z9074CZ2Uc9352vfRQ-sHhiKtcj6VFuChLG9gu9GylPngWafgzUMT7yPwF1ESrZMKfrWBZ09dA


    

 

 Laverne

    

 

 Richard

      

 Tayrome &
Tayshawn

  

Jackie

     
 

Michael, Bri any, Jus n

    
 

Wade, Helaina,
Dameian, Azazel

     
 

 Adoption Tax Credits
 
What is the adop on tax credit?
 
The adop on tax credit, which can be claimed for eligible
adop on-related expenses, has helped thousands of American
families offset the high cost of adop on since the credit was
established in 1997. The credit applies to all types of adop on
(except stepparent adop on), including interna onal,
domes c private, and public foster care. Since 2003, families
who adopted children with special needs could claim the
maximum credit regardless of their qualified adop on
expenses. The credit has made adop on a more viable op on
for many parents who might not otherwise have been able to
afford adop on, allowing them to provide children with loving,
permanent families.
 
What is the current status of the adop on tax credit?
 



 Web
Volunteers

Needed
 
-Database help, in par cular
any knowledge on
Salesforce.com
-Blog help/social media help
-Web Graphics
-Mobile: Know how to build
a php web site and then
interface to a mobile
plateform
 
In the best of all worlds,
volunteers need the
following to help with the
website:
Computer Literate/MS Word
HTML/CSS/JavaScript
PHP/SQL/XML
Dreamweaver/Salesforce
 
If you are interested, please
email or call Sco  at
scott@afamilyforeverychild.org or
541-343-2856
 

 Princess For
A Day 2013

 
Time to register!
 
Register your princess and
help support a Foster child's
"Princess for a Day"
opportunity!
 
Our next mee ng is on
January 29th, at 5:30 pm.
Held at the AFFEC main
office, 1675 West 11th
Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402

 

 We Need a
Laptop! 

 
A Family for Every Child is in
need of laptop computers
that will support Window 7.
Much of our mission "to get
kids out of foster care and
into permanent homes" is
done using the internet.

The legisla on to avoid the fiscal cliff (the American Taxpayer
Relief Act of 2012, signed into law on January 2, 2013) included
a provision that made the adop on tax credit permanent. It did
not make the adop on credit refundable, so it will only benefit
those adop ve families who have federal income tax liability.
 
The credit is s ll "flat" for special needs adop ons, meaning
families who adopt a child with special needs (see special
needs ques on below) do not need to document qualified
adop on expenses.
 
What does it mean that the adop on tax credit is
permanent?
 
A permanent tax credit is one that was extended without a
specific expira on or sunset date. Congress can s ll choose to
make changes to the credit in future legisla on.
 
What is the maximum amount of the credit for 2013? At
what income level does the credit begin to phase out?
 
For 2013, the maximum adop on credit and exclusion $12,970
per child. The credit will begin to phase out for families with
modified adjusted gross incomes above $194,580 and the
credit will go away completely for those with incomes around
$234,580.
 
Since the credit is per child, the maximum you claim depends
on the number of children you adopt. If you adopt two
children in 2013, your maximum is $12,970 x 2 or $25,940. If you
adopt four children, the maximum is $12,970 x 4 or $51,880. For
purposes of the tax credit, there is no limita on on the
number of children you can adopt.
 
Can I receive the credit if I adopted a child from another
country?
 
Yes, once the adop on is legally finalized, either in the child's
home country or in the U.S., you can claim your qualified
adop on expenses, up to the maximum.
 
Is the tax credit for all adop ons or just special needs? Can
I receive the credit if I adopted a healthy child? What kinds
of adop ons benefit from the tax credit?
 
The adop on credit is for all adop ons other than stepparent
adop ons (interna onal, domes c private, and public foster
care). See below for more informa on about how special
needs adop ons are different.
 
What are qualified adop on expenses?
 
The IRS writes: "Qualified adop on expenses are reasonable
and necessary expenses directly related to, and for the
principal purpose of, the legal adop on of an eligible child.
Qualified adop on expenses include:

Adop on fees,
A orney fees,
Court costs,
Travel expenses (including meals and lodging) while
away from home, and
Re-adop on expenses rela ng to the adop on of a
foreign child.

 Well-Being of Native Children
and Youth in Foster Care: Leave

No American Indian Child
Behind!

 
Daryle Conquering Bear Crow (Oglala Sioux Tribe), Foster Care
Alumni and Consultant for the Na onal Council of Juvenile

mailto:scott@afamilyforeverychild.org
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done using the internet.
 
We submit interest on
children available for
adop on at an increasing
rate, currently we send over
500 inquiries a week, to
children's workers from
families that would like to
adopt them. These laptops
are needed to keep up with
the high demand of the
services and connec on we
supply for the over 2000
wai ng children we serve.
 
If you have a computer you
would like to donate, and
want to make a difference in
changing a wai ng child's
life, we ask you to consider
us.
 
For more informa on or
ques ons about dona ons,
please contact:
Scott@afamilyforeverychild.org or
call 541-343-2856 and ask for
Sco .
 

and Family Court Judges and Na onal Resource Center for
Tribes
 

 
Summary: Judges, lawyers, guardian ad litem a orneys, CASA
volunteers and others need to keep in mind the agony, hurt
and lack of connec on that many na ve youth going into care
will experience and make a conscious choice to consider their
well-being and need for connec on to their culture.
 
I was 12 years old and ge ng ready to go to my first sweat and
sun dance when foster care came into my life and ripped me
away. Being placed with strangers in a strange environment, I
was scared and emo onal. I was not coping well, and the
system's solu on was to place me on psychotropic medica on-
medica on with bad side effects.
 
I really wanted sage and prayers with an elder, but that was
not a choice for me. Even as a tribal youth, I knew how our
cultural remedies could help the mind, body and spirit. The
system o en unknowingly strips these everyday cultural
rituals away from youth entering foster care, not even
considering the cultural ways as a means to help young
people.
 
I was given hope as an adolescent for a new life, a be er life.
My stay, which was supposed to be only temporary, turned
into long-term foster care. I was raised in the Colorado state
foster care system, where I was slowly disconnected from my
Lakota culture and everything that I was ever taught as a young
boy.
 
I aged out into a world of uncertainty. I didn't have what I truly
needed for my well-being: a connec on to my tribe and
culture. Not unlike many youth who age out of foster care, I
had very li le support. One of the most difficult parts of
growing up in foster care was that I was disconnected. It is
important to give young people the opportunity to have an
elder, spiritual leader or tribal role model to keep them
connected to while in care. This would have given me the
opportunity to have an alterna ve for health and healing,
without the first choice having been psychotropic medica on.
 
Going through the foster care system, I lost the connec on to
important family members who taught me to dance and sing. I
longed to go to the local urban Indian center and interact with
other na ves and leaders in the community who looked like
me, who I could iden fy with. Many choices that were made
for me were made without me. I suffered from the choices
that judges, guardians ad litem, and caseworkers made for me
and my family. In my journey in the state care system, I felt le
behind.
 
Recently I a ended the First Na ons Repatria on Ins tute's
Annual "Gathering for Our Children and Returning Adoptees
Pow Wow" in Minneapolis, MN. It was an experience that I will
never forget. This gathering brought together adoptees and
youth alumni from across the na on, as well as some from
Canada. Each person had a story of cultural iden ty being
compromised. There was a healing ceremony; it was a moment
in life that was unexplainable. It was the first ceremony where
I had the opportunity to be recognized for the many struggles
and challenges I and others faced being away from our Indian
communi es, the first me I was welcomed home with a
sacred song that was given by a Lakota elder. I had to wait 12
years to experience this, and many foster youth will never
have this opportunity.
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At the end of the ceremony I looked around and saw the many
faces old and young. This gave me strength and direc on that
my voice in advoca ng for young people in foster care is
important and making sure that "No American Indian Child is
Le  Behind."

It Takes a Village and We Need You! 
 

We want and need your help to spread the word!
Here are ways you can help us recruit for kids: 

 
- Email us any supports, training's, ac vi es, blogs, anything
that could help. Contact: christy@afamilyforeverychild.org  
- Become a volunteer
- Donate, a end, or become a sponsor at our event
- Host a Heart Gallery: joanne@afamilyforeverychild.org  
- Become a mentor: chris na.para@afamilyforeverychild.org  
Ques ons? Ideas? christy@afamilyforeverychild.org

How can you contact A Family For Every Child?
Call, email, or visit us online or in person!

1675 West 11th
Eugene Oregon 97402

office - 541-343-2856
toll free - 877-343-2856 

fax - 541-343-2866

Executive Director--Christy Obie-Barrett
info@afamilyforeverychild.org
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