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Donate to AFFEC
 
Would you like to contribute to

AFFEC's cause for helping
children? Any amount can have
a lasting impact on a child. Click

below!

Winter Wonderland
Event Planning

  
Join us 12 p.m. on May 23rd for
our first event meeting at the
Oregon Electric Station.
  
Possible Committee
members/volunteers: We Need
You!
 
We hope you will join us to
explore the possibility of being
involved in our 2012 Annual
Winter Wonderland Event. Please
join us, at our first Event
meeting on May 23rd at noon,
at the Oregon Electric Station, to
hear about the different
committee's and roles that we
need that might be of interest to
you.

I Am a New Mommy!

 
Many of our success stories focus on the path a child or set of
siblings take from a foster home to a forever family. But we
recognize that the parent's story is also worth telling -- and
hearing! Especially as so many other poten al adop ve
parents might wonder what's in store for them.
 
Holly's story of wan ng to adopt, recognizing how important it
is to wait for the right situa on, and ul mately finding a
forever daughter to welcome into her life is an encouraging
one for hopeful adop ve parents. Her experience shows that
with pa ence and persistence, adop on can happen in all
kinds of ways.
 
"I can't believe it's been over three years since you and I first
spoke and I started my adop on journey! I've learned many,
many things regarding adop on over these three plus years,
but the one thing I've only recently come to realize is that
poten al adop ve parents / families can so desperately want
to adopt, but, like concep on, 'adop on comes to you' when
and if it's in God's plan for your life.
 
I hoped and prayed, prayed and hoped. I was encouraged and
discouraged. Filled with enthusiasm and saddened with
disappointment. I think it was you who told me it would be a
roller coaster ride and it required endurance and belief. You
were right!
 
Well, just a er things fell through with Jayme, a child we
found through AFFEC, my cousin's 17-year-old daughter asked
me if I would adopt her then six-month-old son. She was
young, confused, and afraid. We talked and I agreed to take Eli
for a few days to let her think. I encouraged her to be Eli's
mommy, sending her pictures of him at various points during
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you.
 
We are always so impressed with
our support from our wonderful
volunteer and community
members. We hope to see you
soon, more info and date to
come.

Scrapbooking
Enthusiasts! 

  
We are looking for volunteers
interested in helping caseworkers
organize or complete Lifebooks
for Foster Children in Lane
County. All volunteers will have to
complete a volunteer form found
online. Scrapbooking experience
would be preferred but not a
must, help is available for
newbie's. Volunteers will be
contacted by Caseworkers when
needed.
 
Some of the Lifebooks may be
time sensitive and will need to be
completed in a time frame set
by Caseworker. Supplies will be
furnished: albums, or notebooks,
pre-made pages to choose
from, adhesives, cropping tools,
stickers, letters & additional
paper when requested.
  
Your job would be placing photos
of a child in a Lifebook or you
may be asked to help a
Caseworker organize the photos
and pages.
 
In Lane County, please contact:
Sandra Estep
Lifebook Co-Cordinator
541-687-9641
lifebook@afamilyforeverychild.org
 
Gail Van Gundy
Lifebook Co-Cordinator
541-688-1488
lifebook@afamilyforeverychild.org
 
Interested volunteers, please fill
out this form.
 

Want to Partner With
Us?

 
With over ½ a million foster
youth in the United States
needing support, no one
program can successfully reach
all of these "at risk" youth.
 
A Family For Every Child has
successfully operated many
volunteer based programs over
the last 5 years. We have a
data base of over 900
volunteers do to our extensive
recruitment process. We have

the day. A er two days she called me crying, saying, 'Thank
you for making me see that there is nothing I want more than
to be Eli's mommy!' It felt good to know I'd helped her and Eli
stay a family, and it feels even be er when I see her pos ng
pictures of them -- as happy as two clams.
 
Shortly a er that I had an unmarried couple, around 30 years
old, approach me. They knew my nephew, and he'd shared
with them my desire to adopt. They asked me if I would adopt
their then three-month-old daughter. They lived in Naples,
Florida, and proposed bringing the baby to me. I approached
them the same way I had Nicole: encouraging them the best I
knew how. But before I knew it, they had moved up here and
were at my door handing me the baby. I reluctantly took her
with the understanding that it was only for a few days to help
them clear their minds enough to hear their hearts. It took her
daddy three days to figure out he wanted her back and her
mom said she'd 'try' to be a mom, but it was not at all what
she wanted. That was eleven months ago.
 
I surrendered the idea of adop on to God, saying 'if it's meant
to be, you'll bring that child in need to me, because I don't
know where to look any more. I'm not sure this is what you
want for me or if it's what I want for me,' and I simply let go.
 
Since then my oldest son, David, has graduated from high
school, and we sold our home and moved into a condo of the
same size, which reduced the amount of stress it takes to
maintain the home and yard. I've focused on the boys and
myself. I started taking on small marke ng consul ng jobs,
and a few months ago I decided to get my realtor's license,
which I'm working on. It was amazing how I was able to fill my
world with 'stuff,' but I s ll held on to that hope of adop on.
 
Then a few months ago there was a knock on my Facebook
door. It was the mother of the baby girl from eleven months
ago. She asked if she and the baby (Lily) could come see me
over the weekend. I agreed and they came out on a Saturday
a ernoon. We met at my boyfriend's gym where I was
babysi ng his year-old grandson while he worked. His
grandson was light years ahead of Lily in every possible way,
yet they were only a few weeks apart in age. He was running,
and she hadn't even taken her first step. He was climbing up
in chairs alone and she sat and watched. He communicated
with a few words and poin ng; she sat and watched.
 
Lily's mom explained that she'd tried and tried, but she and
Lily hadn't bonded; she and Lily's dad felt as though they were
no longer what was best for Lily. Neither wanted to be
parents. Lily was not abused, but I could tell she wasn't being
engaged with or taught, and I wondered how much me she
spent out of the crib. I offered the same assistance I'd offered
before: I let them know I'd be happy to help in any way I could
to help mother and daughter bond. She asked if I could take
Lily for the weekend to give her some room to breathe.
 
Lily's dad thought it was a good idea, so I agreed. That was
three months ago. Since then we've had numerous
conversa ons and have agreed that I will take full
guardianship of Lily followed by a private adop on of her
shortly therea er. My adop on a orney calls it 'parental
consent adop on.'
 
It makes me sad that Lily's parents feel as though they are ill-
equipped to be parents, but I respect their decision to do
what is best for their daughter.
 
Lily's been in our home for just over a month now as we wait
for our guardianship hearing next month, and she has
blossomed! At 14 months she doesn't have the walking thing
down just yet, but she's working hard at it! And she's cha ng
up a storm. In the last two months her vocabulary has grown
from two or three words to more than a dozen! 'Up' seems to
be her favorite.
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recruitment process. We have
served over 2000 children and
15,000 families from all over the
country, we do this with our
strong Volunteer commitment
and through 9 different
programs all geared towards
children in Foster care. Our
mission is to simple get kids out
of foster care into committed
permanent homes and
connected to dedicated loving
individuals that will be there
forever.
 
A Family For Every Child has two
programs that have taken
advantage of extensive use of
Volunteers. If you are wanting to
build a Mentor or Family Finding
Program, and need or want to
use Volunteers, we would love to
partner with you to make that
happen. Family Finding and
Mentor programs provides
guidelines on how to build a new
programs and/or successfully
help strengthen your old
program with the use of
Volunteers. We will help you
focuses on designing and
planning the program, setting up
volunteer recruitment, training
and retention, and managing the
program and sustaining the
program.
 
A Family For Every Child's
Mentor Volunteer Program and
Family Finding program will help
your organization build a
programs for "high risk" youth in
your community, by using your
communities BEST resources,
their people. We can help you
build a program to assist these
youth living in foster care, so
that they can break the "cycle"
and live healthy productive lives.
For more information please
contact:
heather@afamilyforeverychild.org
877-343-2856

Questions?
 
Feel free to call at 541-343-2856
or email:
heather@afamilyforeverychild.org

AFFEC Blog
 
Our blog is focused on providing
support and information about
the foster care and adoption
system.
 
We aim to create a community
of people invested in the interest
of the children who are in the
foster care system. Through our

Since I work full me I chose daycare over a nanny. I felt like
she needed the socializa on and interac on that she's
missed, so I placed her in a friend's in-home daycare. She
loves it there with all the love, other kids, and the
s mula on. In the morning I hear her throwing me kisses
from the back seat before the car even stops in the driveway
at daycare!
 
She relishes the rou ne, consistency, and normalcy of life in
our home, and the love and a en on she gets -- she can't get
enough! She goes from person to person ge ng her hugs and
kisses. She has certain things that are special to each of us
that she loves to do, and she makes sure we remember to do
them! She adores both of her brothers, but my youngest is
definitely her favorite. He plays with her and dotes on her
every need all of the me. My oldest is the quiet brother who
loves to read to her.
 
As for my boyfriend, she has him wrapped right around her
finger! He spends his me 'mushing' her, and when he's not
mushing her you can find her in his lap, wrapped up in his
arms just watching the world around her. As for me ... my cup
runneth over! I couldn't love her any more if she were my
biological daughter. Every few minutes I hear her say
'Mamma?' just to hear me say 'Yes, Lily Bug' -- then she laughs!
She sees me and her li le face lights up with a big smile and a
'Hi!' -- arms outstretched for me to take her. When it's bath

me, story me, bed me, 'Kung Fu Panda' me, or cuddle
me, she heads for me.

 
She's learning that we are her family now and this is her
home. I think she was a li le confused when her parents
came by recently to drop off her crib and a few of her things.
She didn't quite understand their seemingly stand off-ish
demeanor. For the first me she had trouble sleeping on
Friday and Saturday nights. She cried on and off all night un l
she knew I was there. I held her and cuddled her un l she felt
safe enough to sleep again. Last night she slept soundly
through the night, and it actually took me a few minutes to
wake her up this morning.
 
This really has been a ride! Waves of emo on come at you.
Waves you think will end as soon as you hold that baby/child
in your arms, but then comes that parental 'OMG! How on
earth am I going to do this?! God really trusts me enough to
raise this baby/child?' All the same thoughts any new parent
has.
 
I wanted to share my story with you since you've been there
since the beginning. Thanks again for everything.
 
For more informa on about AFFEC's adop on services and
resources, visit here
 
Or email the adop on agency coordinator:
latha@afamilyforeverychild.org

Online Child Matching Event
 
Hosted by A Family For Every Child
 
New events added every week!
Deadline quickly approaching for our May 10th event
featuring Michigan children. Sign up today!  
  
In order for you to a end these special events you will need
to fill out the online registra on form and insure that
you have uploaded your homestudy with us.
Only adop on workers and families with completed
homestudies will be approved to a end these events due to
the personal and detailed informa on that will be provided
about the children.

mailto:Heather@afamilyforeverychild.org
mailto:info@afamilyforeverychild.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZjG0nsYgQT0Ol35lKpodmtoSElb9KqlYvhyBR-4pZ0mTmcRAVwpFqig2jlJ2JKksHEm08MhnhbABFMxOPi_Toi9C89RyDEJNSYbKC_onNzfoutyca0ASR67kh4Sli2z2W60nsWb6__Kvwr7ROoa0awrpoXfM8ERZ94HC6WMN8Bs=
mailto:latha@afamilyforeverychild.org


foster care system. Through our
blog we want to encourage
families who are thinking about
becoming adoptive or foster care
parents while assisting those who
are already a foster or adoptive
parent(s).
 
We hope to provide support by
sharing individual stories, advice,
and constant information on A 
Family For Every Child and the
foster care/adoption process.
 
Visit our blog here!
 
While you are there, make sure
to sign up for the email alerts
which will notify you any time we
have a new post!

 
Due to the high demand for Webinars and Webinar
registra ons, families and Agencies that register a er our
webinar is full will be put on a wai ng list and no fied when
an opening is available.

Upcoming Events
 

   

   

   
 
We are proud to offer our unique and innova ve
Online Child Matching Events!
 
A Family For Every Child has partnered with social workers
from across the country to feature special children that are
looking to find their forever families.
 
During these online webinar events you will have private
access to view photos and/or video, while hearing first hand
from the child's social worker.
 
You will have the opportunity to have your ques ons
answered directly from the social workers, and hear
feedback and informa on about the type of families that
would be the best match for these children.
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Sign up for just one or a end all of our upcoming events, to
find the child or children that you could be the forever family
for!
 
For more informa on visit our website.
 
Please feel free to contact us if you have any ques ons about
a ending or registering.
Linzy Minger : Linzy@afamilyforeverychild.org
 

~Save the Date~
 

Winter Wonderland
Nov. 1st 2012 -- Valley River Inn

  
Our annual event last year had over 300 guests. This year we
are hoping to expand that number to 350+.
 
This event is cri cal to the support of every A Family For
Every Child program.
 
A few of the commi ee's roles/needs:
Oral Auc on
Silent Auc on
Invita ons/Registra on
Take down/Set up
Decora ons
Logis cs
Sponsorships
Wine Wall
Dessert Dash
Procurement
And much more!
 
We will be holding our first event mee ng on May 23rd- at
Oregon Electric Sta on.
 
Please consider joining us, ques ons or for further
informa on please contact Christy at: 
christy@afamilyforeverychild.org

 

How can you contact A Family For Every Child?
Call, email, or visit us online or in person!

880 Beltline Rd.
Springfield Oregon 97477

office - 541-343-2856
toll free - 877-343-2856 

fax - 541-343-2866

Execu ve Director--Christy Obie-Barre
info@afamilyforeverychild.org
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